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TOOELE COUNTY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 21, 2005  
________________________________________ 

Members Attending:  
 Mayor Barry Thomas   

Mayor Byron Anderson  
Mayor Charlie Roberts 

 Mayor Rick Shumway   
Commissioner Dennis Rockwell 

 Commissioner Matt Lawrence 
Staff: 
 Jim Lawrence   

Cindy Coombs 
 
Visitor:  Paula Lee Roberts – Wasatch Front Regional Council 
   LaNiece Dustman – Wasatch Front Regional Council 
   Gerald Webster – Tooele City 
   Sam Klemm – Wasatch Front Regional Council 
   Paul Hansen – Tooele City 
 
Chairman Mayor Shumway called the Council of Governments meeting to order at 6:04   p.m. 

 
1. Approval of meeting minutes for April 19, 2005 

 
Mayor Roberts made a motion to approve the minutes as written.   Motion seconded by 
Commissioner Lawrence.  All concurred. 

 
2. Update on Wasatch Front Regional Council 
 

Sam Klemm explained that the main discussions at the WFRC meetings are regarding the 
RDA projects that will be restricted from the State of Utah.  Another concern is 
individual projects that will take us to the year 2008.  He added that the budget, with 
additional funding approval, will require more match money unfortunately.  Mayor 
Roberts stated that cities rely upon sales tax revenue and the state is more interested in 
job creation.  He added that the momentum is building in the State’s favor.     

 
3. Discussion on transportation needs within Tooele County – Wasatch Front 
 

Paula Roberts explained that the Wasatch Front Regional Council (WFRC) has come up 
with some long range plans and is here to get input on what the COG feels should be 
added or deleted from what she presents.  The needs that have been looked at are 
population and employment with a projected percent change of population to be 140% 
for Tooele Valley and 147% for Tooele County.  Employment increase is 62% for Tooele 
County and 63% for Tooele Valley.  These are the numbers of jobs that are projected we 
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will have over time.  High traffic congestion is projected by the year 2030 on Highway 
36,  
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Highway 138, Highway 112, and Sheep Lane.  Ms. Roberts stated that alternatives are 
being looked at for truck traffic.  Discussion ensued about areas where bike trails might 
work and where there might be possible problems.  Commissioner Lawrence stated that 
our area is in a desperate need for another interchange (Adobe Rock Exchange) in Lake 
Point. Mayor Anderson expressed his concern about where the interchange would be 
located. Commissioner Lawrence said that the new interchange will bring jobs, business 
and growth for the areas around the interchange.  Mayor Thomas reiterated that this 
interchange is needed now; not 5 to10 years from now.  Gerald Webster mentioned that 
the Regional Planning Organization (RPO) has been put together so that all areas within 
the County can come and voice their concerns and desires for the future of this Valley. 

 
4. Decision on rating and ranking for CDBG 
 

LaNiece showed the new proposed changes to the CDBG rating and ranking.  She stated 
that these changes should make the process easier to understand and rank. Mayor Roberts 
suggested changing item #12 to give more points to those who have had recent funding of 
projects.    
 
Mayor Roberts made motion to approve the rating and ranking with the proposed 
changes.  Motion seconded by Mayor Thomas.  All concurred.  
 
LaNiece stated that in 2006 emphasis is being placed on Housing and Homelessness.  
The State is requiring two plans in addition to the consolidated plan – implementation 
and homelessness plans.  Tooele County needs to develop a countywide implementations 
plan that addresses rehabilitating deteriorated and dilapidated homes.  The plan will need 
to be tied into social service and public service providers that conduct the rehabilitation.  
A homelessness plan will need to identify what the needs are within the County.  Funding 
for these plans could be block grants or loan programs.  A new 2006 capital investment 
plan will also be needed.  She requested that each official review last year’s list and make 
changes; if needed.  Projects will need to be prioritized and preferably identify estimated 
timeframe, total cost and location.  

 
5. Adoption and Approval of Community Impact Board Project 
 

LaNiece showed the current 1-4 year plan and explained that the goal of this board is to 
provide grants and/or loans to subdivisions of the state which are or may be socially or 
economically impacted, directly or indirectly, by mineral resource development on 
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federal lands.  Eligible projects will include planning, construction and maintenance of 
public  
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facilities and provision of public structure.  Grants are limited to a total of $7.5 million 
per year.  Application review and funding is held on a “trimester” basis. Applications can 
be found online at www.dced.utah.gov/pcfib   
 
Mayor Thomas made a motion to approve the adoption of the Community Impact Board 
Project.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Lawrence.  All concurred.  

 
LaNiece then showed  5 – 10 year plan.  Mayor Anderson was concerned about a couple 
of items listed in his area.  He will look into them and get back to LaNiece. 

 
Mayor Roberts made a motion to approve the 5 – 10 year plan.  Motion seconded by 
Mayor Thomas.  All concurred. 

 
6. Presentation on County Flood Plan – Jim Lawrence 
 

Jim showed a video from the flooding in 1983 down Smelter and Droubay Roads.  A 
significant amount of water came down Middle Canyon and flowed across and down 
Droubay Road causing much damage.  Pre-flood conditions were debris filled channels.  
After this event, preparations were made for future possible flooding.  This last winter we 
experienced a fair amount of snowfall and this spring some areas did cause concern.  
Hickman Creek started flowing toward the Hogan Ranches so culverts were built to try 
and designate water direction.  A ditch was also built into a nearby gravel pit to contain 
any other breaches.  Soldier Creek was full of mud and debris and washed out a gravel 
road.  This also required a culvert to be built.  Ophir Creek began washing out the road 
just south of the city.  Road base and cobble was brought in to rebuild the damaged area.  
There were other areas in Ophir which also washed out and required various repairs 
and/or channeling. North and South Willow Drainage were not affected very much from 
this year’s extra water.  Settlement Canyon drainage was taken care of throughout the 
city limits then the County took over with spreading the water over some fields out by the 
Tooele Army Depot.  Paul Hansen stated that about a week before Memorial Day, a 48 
inch pipe was discovered as failing.  This would have caused homes to be flooded if the 
water had not been diverted down 700 South.  On Memorial Day when the County 
received the 100+ year rain, even the railroad tracks on the north end of the city were 
washed out.  Some said that the City received anywhere from 3.71 inches to 5+ inches of 
rain in a 24 hour period.  Memorial Day caused some extra water from the Middle 
Canyon Drainage to flow down the west side of SR 36 and was estimated to have cost 
$32,000 to repair.  Deep Creek breached the banks and flooded across the County Road.   
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This area is still flowing.  Government Creek in Vernon washed out just above Erickson 
Pass.  A culvert was also added here.  Benmore Road had a wash out which has not been 
fixed yet.  Pilot Peak (Wendover) had some wash out on a road which leads to some 
homes where people had to be helped out.   
 
Jim explained that jurisdictional responsibilities and procedures need to be discussed and 
agreed upon.  A pathway to follow should be established for how each entity would go 
about requesting additional help in emergencies from other entities nearby.  Needs and 
priorities also need to be established; especially for the Middle Canyon Drainage area.  
Funding needs to be considered for the future.  Discussion ensued on whether CDBG 
funds could be used to put together a plan on how funding could be set up and for a 
master plan on flood plain areas.       
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mayor Roberts made a motion to adjourn. Motion seconded by Commissioner Lawrence. 
The Council of Governments meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 

 
 
 
APPROVAL:  ______________________________________ 
   Chairman, Council of Governments 
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